[Propylthiouracil in therapy of alcohol-induced liver damage?].
Propylthiouracil (Propycil Thyreostat) is presently being used in hyperthyroidism, thyroidectomy, and other diseases affecting thyroid gland metabolism. Canadian clinicians have published interesting reports showing that propylthiouracil can be used to successfully treat alcohol-induced liver damage. In two clinical trials (approximately 340 patients) it was shown that long-term treatment with propylthiouracil was associated with a significantly more favorable prognosis in cirrhosis of the liver and with a reduction in mortality. Preclinical studies suggest that alcohol abuse leads to a hypermetabolic status of the liver, which is similar to hyperthyroidism. The results of these studies suggest a rationale for the use of propylthiouracil in alcohol-induced liver cirrhosis.